
By La Stompa Staff 

 
Frassati Catholic Academy welcomes 

back all faculty, staff, students and parents 
to a new school year!  And Frassati’s Jour-
nalism & Photography Club is excited to 
bring our community news and information 
via La Stompa, our school newspaper, once 
again this year.  If you are new student to 
our school and are interested in contrib-
uting to the newspaper as part of the club, 
see page 2 for details.   

The 2019-2020 school year officially 
began on Wednesday, August 21, but there 
were a number of “pre-school” activities in 
August to help prepare.  On Aug 8, the 
school hosted “Back to School Night” from 
4-7 pm followed by a parent meeting.  Par-
ents were welcome to come in and finish 

up paperwork and take care of school sup-
plies.  They were also introduced to Athlet-
ics programs and spirit wear options.   

On Monday, Aug. 19 (2 days before 
school started), it was “Supply Drop Off 
Day” from 2-4 pm.  Students were able to 
come in and find their assigned locker, pick 
up their ordered school supplies (and put 
them in their lockers).  They were also able 
to meet all the teachers and re-connect with 
friends at the Ice Cream Social.   

Classes officially began on Wednesday 
morning, Aug 21 at 8:30 am, although a 
few of the arriving buses were a bit late so 
things didn’t start quite on time.  But the 
day still started with the morning prayer 
and the pledge of allegiance in all the class-
rooms.  After that, teachers in each class 
introduced themselves and students got to 

First Day of 2019-2020 School Year Arrives 

The Official Newspaper of 

Friday, August 23, 2019 Volume IV, Issue 1 

know each other.   
The Jr. High students had an assembly 

at 9:00 am in the PLC gym to go over 
school rules and expectations, including a 
new approach to “Frassati Bucks” (see page 
3).  At about 11:00 am (before lunch) all 
students did a “dress rehearsal” of the new 
dismissal procedures.  This was because 
there are a lot more students on campus this 
year than last year and multiple ways for 
students to go home.   

Before the end of the day, all Jr. High 
students, and many of their Elementary 
“buddies” (see page 3) attended a prayer 
service in the church.  Then the Jr. High 
kids had  team building in the gym.  Then 
the new dismissal procedures were tested as 
all student ended their first school day with 
a prayer before they went home.   
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Upcoming Events and Volunteer Opportunities 
Sat, Aug 24 
 

Sun, Aug 25 
4p: Back to 
School Mass 
@ St. Mary 

Mon, Aug 26 
 

Tue, Aug 27 
6:30p: Curriculum 
Night 

Wed, Aug 28 
 

Thur, Aug 29 
 

Fri, Aug 30 
 

Sat, Aug 31 
 

Sun, Sept 1 Mon, Sept 2 
LABOR DAY - No 
School 

Tue, Sept 3 
 

Wed, Sept 4 
 

Thur, Sept 5 
 

Fri, Sept 6 
 

The front steps of the school building were busy as many parents took 
“first day photos” during morning dropoff on the first day.   Parents 

were also invited for coffee & donuts in the school café.  

Students are dropped off by one of the school buses on the first day.  Buses 
bring in students from the St. Mary’s in Fremont, Santa Maria in Mundelein, 

the Round Lake Park District and home stops across the area.  
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Club Leader: Roger Huner 
Did you know…? 

 
This space will be filled with infor-
mation about our patron, Pier Gior-
gio Frassati.   

By Lauren Zomchek 
 
Due to the consolidation of campuses 

this year and the normal departure of some 
teachers, Frassati has many changes to fac-
ulty positions for the 2019 - 2020 school 
year.  There are several teachers who have 
changed what they teach or where they 
teach and a few new faces have joined the 
faculty.    

First, there are  two preschools this 
year, 3 year old preschool taught by Mrs. 
Dempsey (who taught Kindergarten last 
year), and 4 year old preschool taught by 
Mrs. Tighe (previously known as Ms. Bar-
ry). There are also two Kindergarten classes 
taught by Mrs. Knudson (who taught Kin-
dergarten at Mundelein Campus last year) 

New School Year Brings New Teachers & New Classrooms to Faculty 

By Stephanie Aquino 
 
On August 11, 2019, SMdP had its 3rd 

annual Taste of Santa Maria! The Taste of 
Santa Maria is a fun festival located at the 
meadow by the main church in Mundelein. 
The Fest ran from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. At the 
end of the fest, a live band was playing in 
the gazebo at the North end of the meadow 
as part of the Mundelein Park District’s 
summer music series.   

At the picnic, many of Santa Maria’s 
parish groups got to sell their food, includ-
ing the Fil-Am group of Mundelein. This 
year SMdP combined a flea market/garage 
sale with the fest, with Frassati’s incoming 

8th grade class selling 
donated items to help 
fund the graduation at 
the end of the school 
year. The items includ-
ed kid’s toys, an as-
sortment of books, 
clothes, a few pieces of 
furniture and much 
more!  They were all 
displayed under Fras-
sati’s new FFA pur-
chased tent on the 
meadow. 

8th Graders Raise Graduation Funds at “Taste of Santa Maria” Annual Festival 

and Mrs. Marciniak (who taught 2nd grade 
at Mundelein Campus last year).   

 First grade also has two classes this 
year, taught by Ms. Masterson (who taught 
1st grade at Mundelein Campus last year) 
and new teacher, Ms. Baseley (who used to 
be a Transfiguration Elementary student!). 
All the teachers mentioned so far are teach-
ing in a new classroom this year, except 
Mrs. Tighe (who is assisted once again by 
Ms. Gehrs).   

The 2nd grade class is taught by Mrs. 
Piper and 3rd grade is taught by Mrs. 
Tayler (who are the only other elementary 
teachers to have the same grade and class-
room as last year). Fourth grade is taught 
by a new teacher Ms. Peters, and 5th grade 
by Mr. Suhling (who taught 5th grade at 
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Mundelein Campus last year)..  
The middle school has many different 

teachers, who teach by subject instead of 
grade level.. ELA is taught once again by 
Mrs. Kolozsy and Social Studies and Reli-
gion by Mr. Lesinski.  They both are back 
in the same classroom as in previous years., 
The Math teacher, Mr. Reisenbuechler 
changed classrooms (he’s now next to Mr. 
Lesinski and Science is now taught by a 
new teacher, Ms. Kennedy.  

PE and Health (for all grade levels) are 
taught once again by Mrs. Winkelmann 
(who has the same Health classroom as 
before). Mr. Maday returned this year to 
teach Art for all grades, and Mr. Huner is 
back to teach STEM to the Middle School-
ers (in a new classroom next to Mrs. 
K).  Ms. Burlingame is the new Resource/
Enrichment teacher, and Ms. Swenson is 
the new band director. Mrs. Sonza-Novera 
has also returned to teach Library & Com-
puter classes.   

In the office, Mrs. Herchenbach has 
moved over from the Mundelein Campus to 
work with Mrs. Vasels as Frassati’s Admin 
Assistants.  Mrs. Jakubek is back to run the 
lunchroom. Principal Kleckner is currently 
looking for a Spanish teacher and a music 
teacher, but both positions are still open. 
All of our teachers, returning and new, are 
excited to teach our students this year. 

The “Frassati Tent” purchased in the Spring by the Frassati Family 
Association (FFA), covers the flea market items for sale at the Taste of 

Santa Maria on Aug 11.   

Pier Giorgio Frassati 
Fun Facts   

At left, new 4th grade teacher, Ms. Peters, talks with Shelby Olsen during the first day of school.  At 
right, new Jr. High Science teacher, Ms. Kennedy introduces herself to one of her 8th grade classes.  

The JP Club meets every Monday (and every other Friday on publishing days) during recess.  New 
students wishing to join JP Club will need to take the Journalism Elective class (taught by Coach 
Huner) as a pre-requisite.  The first elective class starts next week on Friday, Aug 30.   
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By Kristina Spada 
 

On August 21st the 8th and 7th graders 
found out they were going to be getting 
buddies this school year. Mr. Reisenbuech-
ler explained during the first day assembly 
that the “buddy system” is to help the 
younger kids learn their way around and 

Frassati First Day Fotos 

Mrs. Dempsey brings her pre-school class back 
in from the playground.   

Fr. Jerry greets students at the front door.  

Mrs. Knudson has her Kindergarten class in 
the Art room during their “scavenger hunt” 

around the school.   

New 1st Grade teacher, Ms. Baseley poses for a 
class photo with her students.   

have someone to look up to.  
It’s also so that the older stu-
dents can learn responsibility 
and how to be a mentor.   

The middle schoolers will 
have to bring their buddy to 
Church every Thursday at 
Mass. Mr. Reisenbuechler, 
Ms. Masterson, Ms. Baseley, 
and Mrs. Kennedy decided on 
who the buddies were going to 
be.  

On the first day of school, 
the 8th graders got to meet the 
first graders in the Pollone 
Library and color a specific 
letter or number with their 
buddy. The 7th graders met 
with their buddies as well. 
Each 7th grader got a kinder-
gartener to help direct at Mass.  

Fr. Juan Pablo poses for a hallway photo with 
the 6th grade class.  

“Frassati Bucks” Program Tweaked for New Year 
By Corrigan Huner 
 

As the new school year begins, there 
are many changes, and among those, is the 
revamp of the schools reward system, Fras-
sati Bucks.  Mr. Reisenbuechler explained 
the changes to Frassati Bucks during the Jr. 
High Assembly on Wednesday morning.   

According to Mr. R, with these new 
Frassati Bucks you can buy items from the 

school shop at the end of each month. The 
way people can acquire these Frassati 
Bucks hasn't changed, all you need to do is 
be a kind, polite, and all around great per-
son.   Teachers can hand out bucks if they 
see a student doing a kind deed, being reg-
ularly ready for class or “going the extra 
mile” with schoolwork or generally help-
ing out the school.   

So far,  at least from the perspective of 
most students, this new system is way bet-
ter and more of a motivation to do the right 
thing.  

8th Graders wait in the hall with their 1st grade buddies as they 
get ready to walk over to the church for a prayer service.  

After they got to know each other, they 
walked to the church together for a quick 
prayer service led by Mr. Reisenbuechler. 
While he talked, the 8th and 7th graders 
made sure their buddies stayed quiet and 
were paying attention. This will be a great 
experience for all the students involved. 

Mr. Reisenbuechler explains the school rules to 
the Jr. High students during the morning as-

sembly on the first day of school.  

Advertising in La Stompa 
 

If you have a business or are plan-
ning an upcoming event that involves 
the Frassati Catholic Academy com-

munity, consider advertising in La 
Stompa!   

 
For information about ad rates and 

other options, contact us via email to 
jp@frassaticatholicacademy.org. 

DON’T MISS THE FRASSATI FAMILY MASS  
AT ST. MARY’S OF THE ANNUNCIATION PARISH  

THIS SUNDAY, AUG 25 AT 4:00 PM 



Eagles Sports Corner 
Game & 
Meet  

Results 

Cross Country 
8/17: St. Viator Invite: JV girls– 3 runners 
8/17: St. Viator Invite: JV boys– 10th (of 20) 
8/17: St. Viator Invite: Var girls– 4 runners 
8/17: St. Viator Invite: Var boys– 6th (of 20) 
 
Girls Volleyball 
First Matches on Sept 4 
 
Boys Soccer 
Schedule TBD 

Upcoming Contests 

9/4: GVB (6th-8th) vs St Bede 
9/5: XC - NICC Meet #1 at Cook Park 
9/5: GVB (6th-8th) vs OLH 
9/7: GVB (5th) @ PoP 

Running Eagles Start Season With St. Viator Meet 

At left, JV Girls Isabella Chamberlin, Krizelle Renacia & Zadie Navarrete line up for their 1 mile 
race.  At right, the Varsity boys team of Luke Burkhalter, Corrigan Huner, Michael Van Wilten-
burg, Alex Castillo & Mariano Rodriguez (with Mikey McMurray behind Mariano) also line up.   
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Transfiguration Continues Summer VBS Tradition 

By Michelle Van Wiltenburg 
 

This past Saturday, August 17, 2019, 
The Frassati Eagles Cross Country team 
attended an invitational meet at St. Viator 
High School in Arlington Heights, IL. The 
team competed against about twenty teams 
total. They were separated into groups, JV 
girls, JV boys, Varsity girls, and Varsity 
boys. JV stands for Junior Varsity and this 
group is for grades sixth and below. Varsity 
is for grades seventh and eighth. JV runners 
also only run 1 mile while Varsity runners 
run 2 miles.  

Before the JV races began there was a 
race for children who were Kindergarten 
and under and first grade through third 
graders. These races were 50 meters long 
for the Kindergarten and under and 200 
meters long for the first through third grad-
ers.  All of the younger runners got to wear 
racing bibs, just like the older kids.   

 After these races was the JV girls race. 
The Frassati JV girls team consisted of Za-
die Navarrete, Isabella Chamberlin and 
Krizelle Renacia. The next race was for the 
JV boys team which consisted of Matias 
Rodriguez, Sam Glasnovich, Sean Zom-
chek, Mason McMurray, Ryan Zomchek 
and Max Chamberlin.  

After all of the JV runners ran their 
mile, the Varsity runners ran. First was the 
Varsity girls, then the boys. The Varsity 
team was Keira Ackerson, Andrea Lazaro, 
Maggie McConville and Lauren Zomchek, 
while Luke Burkhalter, Michael Van Wil-
tenburg, Alex Castillo, Mariano Rodriguez, 
Mikey McMurray and Corrigan Huner 
made up the boys team. The two boys 

teams (JV & Varsity) had at least 5 runners 
so they were each able to place as a 
team  The JV Boys took 10th place and the 
Varsity Boys took 6th place. Neither of the 
girls teams had 5 runners from Frassati, so 
they were only able to run as individuals.   

 Most of the Eagles runners had their 
first race as a member on the team or as a 
new  Varsity team member. Most of the 
runners who ran the meet last year im-
proved on their time this year.   There was 
also one runner with a new Personal Rec-
ord, Mason McMurray with the time of 
8:30.20 for one mile. . 

Frassati had 19 runners at the meet this 
year, which is more runners than were on 
the entire team last year.  There were about 
6 team members who couldn’t attend the 
meet, but will be on the course for the next 
one. The next meet will be on Sept. 5 in 
Wauconda at Cook Park.     
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By Lauren Zomchek 
 

From June 17th to June 21st, Transfig-
uration Church held their annual Vacation 
Bible School at Frassati. It was a week 
long, and available for any Preschool 
through 5th grade level kids to learn  more 
about our faith, get closer to God, and make 
some new friends along their spiritual jour-
ney. The theme for this year was ROAR, 
and had to do with the wild and different 
animals.  

The kids were split into their grade 
levels and went around 6 different stations, 
Music, Snack, Science, Arts and Crafts, 

Games, and Bible Stories. They did activi-
ties centered around Catholicism and 
learned about our faith. On Friday, after 
stations, the kids went down to the PLC for 
a luncheon and held a concert for the par-
ents to show them what they had learned 
throughout the week. The reason that this 
was possible was due to Mrs. Gebelhoff 
and all of the generous volunteers, many of 
them being middle school or high school 
students, who helped run the stations and 
guide the groups as they went to do differ-
ent activities. Overall, it seemed as though 
most everyone enjoyed this Transfiguration 
tradition. 


