
Upcoming Events and  

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

 Fri, Oct. 20 - All Day 

Wauconda Café Fundraiser 

 Mon, Oct. 23 through Friday Oct. 27 
RED RIBBON WEEK 

 Fri, Oct. 27 

Fun Lunch & Middle School Dance 

 Fri, Oct. 27 - 6:30-8:30 pm 

Family Halloween Party @ St. Mary’s 

 Tue, Oct 31 

Classroom Halloween Parties  

Mundelein Campus Library Recovers From Flood Damage 
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By Abby Tekampe 
 

On July 11 & 12 the rain poured down. 

In less than 24 hours almost 5 1/2 inches of 

rain fell in Mundelein.  While we were go-

ing on with our days, rivers were filling up 

across Northern Illinois.  Streets were 

flooding and so were houses.  At the Fras-

sati Mundelein campus water seeped 

through the windows and cracks in the con-

crete. The water flooded the library.  

Thankfully, most of the books were not 

damaged. When the water was discovered 

in the library, actions had to be taken. The 

water was removed from the library leaving 

another situation. 

The floors and walls were soaked.  The 

books were removed and put into storage.  

So were the tables, chairs and computers. 

The walls were torn out and only the studs 

(upright supports of a building) and insula-

tion remained.  It was rebuilt from the studs 

up.  Walls and floors were replaced, and 

eventually the library came back together 

again.  The major repairs were finished on 

Oct. 6th and there have been minor touch-

ups, such as paint, since then.  The book-

shelves, tables, and computers have been 

returned to the library and it is being put 

back together book shelf by book shelf and 

table by table. 

As these repairs were being made, in-

stead of having Library class on Mondays, 

the children at Mundelein campus had gym 

instead.  Otherwise they would have had no 

“specials” that day.  Also, before school 

care was relocated to the gym instead of 

being in the library as it was in previous 

years.  The repairs are finished, but the 

books are still being re-arranged.  Mrs. 

Sonza-Novera, the Library teacher, has 

been working on re-arranging the books 

during her own time.  She has asked chil-

dren to assist her after school.  She hopes 

that the library will back together by Friday 

October 20th.  Over the past weekend we 

had a lot of rain (over 3 inches).  Luckily 

the rain had no effect on the library. 

Although some kids may have been 

happy when they learned they would have 

gym instead, not everyone felt that 

way.   Brianna Tekampe, 3rd grader at  

Mundelein campus, said “I was sad when I 

found out we wouldn’t be having library at 

the beginning of the year, but I was willing 

to help put the library back together.”  

Garrett Tekampe, a 1st grader, said, “I 

Panoramic View of Mundelein Campus’ library.  Books are waiting to be sorted back onto shelves.  

Students Prepare for ACT Aspire With Practice Tests 
By Maddy Ledesma 

 
Students at Frassati Catholic Academy 

will be taking the ACT Aspire Test this 

year.  The question is, however, what is 

ACT Aspire?  The ACT (American College 

Test) is a standardized exam for high 

school and college acceptance and place-

ment.  The Aspire Tests assess 3rd through 

8th grade students in English, math, science 

and writing.  The tests mostly include mul-

tiple question types including: constructed 

response, selected response, and technol-

ogy. 

This year, Frassati will take their As-

pire tests during April.  This week, how-

ever, the students took practice tests for the 

exams.  The practice tests are taken on a 

computer, despite the real test being taken 

with paper and pencil.  “We use the Aspire 

Interim tests (the practice tests) 3 times a 

year to help us understand student growth 

and where they are struggling.  We can add 

pieces to our curriculum or adjust our focus 

if we see students in a grade level or area 

that are struggling.  These practice tests 

also help students to understand the types of 

questions they will be asked and to apply 

their knowledge to bigger picture questions 

and topics,” says Tammy Kleckner, the 

principal at our school.  “On the summative 

test, the one we take in the late spring, we 

are able to see student growth over the 

years.  Teachers and staff work very hard to 

ensure that we are meeting the standards 

and benchmarks that guide our education 

and help students to grow in all areas.” 

Students at school take the Aspires 

every year during their time at Frassati and 

can sometimes find them to be fairly easy 

and difficult at the same time. “The math 

test was probably the hardest one,” says 

Darren Gorman, an 8th grader at FCA, “but 

the English one was probably the easiest.” 

The ACT Aspires help students benefit 

& help struggling areas, and our school 

hopes they will better prepare our students 

for high school and college. 
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story continues on page 3... 



Red Ribbon Week Schedule Set by Student Council 

La Stompa is published bi-weekly by the Journalism & Photography Club at Frassati Catholic 

Academy’s Middle School.  JP Club Members & Newspaper Contributors:   
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Stephanie Aquino 

Joaquin Cardenas 

Isabella Chorazy 

Alex Ferrer 

Kate Hill 

Brianna Huner 

Maddy Ledesma 

Mikey McMurray 

Angelica Puga 

Ariane Rajcevich 

Emma Roberts 

Kate Roberts 

Kyle Snyder 

Juliana Soto 

Marisa Spada 
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Paulina Sroka 

Kyle Steckenrider 

Abby Tekampe 

Angela Van Wiltenburg 

Michelle Van Wiltenburg 

 

Club Leader: Roger Huner 

Pier Giorgio Frassati Fun Facts 
Did you know…? 

 

 Pier Giorgio would often make 

bets with his friends in which if his 

friends lost the bet he would get to take 

them all to adoration for an hour.    
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Frassati Fun Planned 

Student Council Beat 

By Kate Hill 
 

The Student Council has been discuss-

ing many ideas for the school year.  Offi-

cers Savannah Campos, Felix Castillo and 

Ariane Rajcevich have been very produc-

tive at the student council meetings.  Here 

are some of the ideas for the school year: 

 Girls and Boys Lock-In.   There 

will be a movie, food, and much 

more. 

 Expand the school Recycling Pro-

gram.  Put recycling bins in all the 

rooms, including the lunch room. 

 Frassati Wednesday 

 Extra Recess 

 Shadow Day for the 6th grade 

 Dodgeball tournament 

 SWWAG 

 National Donut Day 

 Gym Activities 

 Superhero Day 

 

 Many other ideas are also in develop-

ment, but they need to be cleared through 

the principal and the assistant principal. 

The Student Council is made up of 

students from all grades and has been com-

municating with each other. We have many 

representatives in addition to the President, 

Vice President & Secretary.   

The representatives from the 6th grade 

are Lauren Zomchek, Kate Roberts, Kate 

Hill, Nick Cianci, Gabriel Salinas and Alex 

Ferrer.  

The representatives for 7th grade are 

Meagan Friese, Paulina Sroka, Abigail Te-

kampe and Micaela Ackerson.  

The representatives from the 8th grade 

are Edward Ferrer, Marisa Spada and 

Juliana Soto. 

The Student Council are very kind to 

each other and let other people share their 

ideas with the President, Vice President, 

and Secretary.  We also allow suggestions 

and questions from our constituents. 

By Brianna Huner 
 

As many people know the Halloween 

Dance will be Friday, October 27.  But the 

rest of the dance has been a bit of a mys-

tery. At least to some.   

All students are invited, but the dance 

is hosted by 8th Grade.  The dance will start 

at 1:00 pm, directly after lunch.  We will 

have just come from Fun Lunch that day 

and will have munched down on some 

pizza.  The dance will end at 3:00pm. Some 

students will not be able to attend.  These 

students will include both students that 

have two or more detentions, or have a fail-

ing grade. (A failing grade is an F or U. 

Those with at least a D– can attend.)  It is 

not an option to not attend the dance unless 

you are in one of the previously mentioned 

situations.  If you don’t want to dance there 

will be games in the hallway.  The kids who 

can’t go to the dance will stay with a 

teacher or in the office. 

Since it is a Halloween Dance, students 

will be allowed to wear costumes.  How-

Halloween Dance Caps Off Red Ribbon Week  

By Stephanie Aquino &  

Ariane Rajcevich 
 

Did you know that Red Ribbon Week 

is next week?  Frassati’s Student Council 

has been planning on what to do for Red 

Ribbon Week.  Here are their plans. 

On Monday the Student Council de-

cided on twin day.  Tuesday will be sports 

day and for Wednesday red shirt with uni-

form bottoms.  We will also have mass that 

day with the Wauconda campus elementary 

school.  Thursday will be crazy hair day, so 

you can wear crazy braids or mess your hair 

up!  Friday will be a student choice out of 

uniform. 

Student Council is also planning to do 

bracelets instead of ribbons since some of 

the students, every year, bend the ribbons 

around and throw them in their locker. The 

Student Council thinks that a good way to 

prevent this problem that we see every year 

from happening is to get red ribbon week 

bracelets instead of Red Ribbon Week rib-

bons. 

Why do we have Red Ribbon Week? 

Red Ribbon Week is a week where we 

show each other ways that we can be 

healthy and not to do drugs and do stuff 

that is bad to ourselves and others.  Schools 

and other organizations around the country 

have been participating in Red Ribbon 

Week for over 30 years (since 1985).   

On Friday, the last day of Red Ribbon 

week, we will also have Frassati’s first 

dance for 2017-2018!  The Halloween 

dance will be during the day, from 1:00-

3:00 pm. 

ever, the costumes must be appropriate (no 

weapons, no inappropriate clothing and it 

can’t go overboard with gore.)  No masks 

will be allowed because this is a school and 

the staff must see your face to make sure 

everybody is safe and feeling okay.  Even 

with the no-mask rule, makeup is allowed. 

Students will have time before the dance to 

get ready, but that time will be short. 

Because the dance is during the school 

day, all teachers will be chaperones.  Simi-

lar to years before, DJ Carl will be our DJ. 

Unlike other dances, there will be no en-

trance fee.  As usual, a raffle will be held. 

Those who were here in years past probably 

remember the fun surprise of those bins. 

Many people have asked why the 

dance is during the school day.  Mrs. 

Kleckner says that “We see this as an op-

portunity.” School dances are normally at 

the same time as other events.  Some stu-

dents cannot get rides to and from an eve-

ning dance.  However, this is the only 

dance we will have during the day. All fu-

ture dances will be at night. 



Sky Street by Kyle Steckenrider 

CORRECTIONS 

By Emma Roberts 
 

Frassati Catholic Academy’s Wau-

conda Elementary Campus has acquired 

two new teachers that are excited to express 

their love of teaching with their students 

this 2017-2018 school year.  Frassati is 

thrilled to welcome Mrs. Jeanne Whirry 

and Mrs. Janel Kovarik. 

Mrs. Jeanne Whirry took her place as 

Frassati’s new 5th grade teacher at the be-

ginning of the school year.  Mrs. Whirry 

attended Carmel Catholic High School and 

continued at Marquette University in Mil-

waukee, Wisconsin.  She has been teaching 

New Teachers Bring Experience to Wauconda Elementary Campus 

for 19 years at various schools including 

Queen of All Saints in Chicago and Joan of 

Arc in Evanston.  Mrs. Whirry says, ¨I 

wanted to become a teacher because I value 

education and I knew teaching would be the 

perfect profession for me.  I enjoy the hap-

piness of children, the challenge of learn-

ing, and the excitement that each new day 

brings!¨  When asked what profession she 

would pursue if not a teacher, Mrs. Whirry 

said, “ I would like to learn more about 

being a physical therapist or chiropractor.” 

Mrs. Whirry is excited to have an awesome 

year with her new fifth grade students. 

Mrs. Janel Kovarik has transferred 

New 4th Grade Teacher, Mrs. Kovarik New 5th Grade Teacher, Mrs. Whirry 
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In the previous issue of La Stompa 

(Issue 3), an article about school elective 

classes stated that Engineering 101 was 

taught by Mr. Reisenbuechler.  The actual 

class was “Architecture 101” and the 

teacher was Mr. Randy Maday.  The La 

Stompa staff apologizes for the error.   

from being Frassati’s Middle School Span-

ish teacher to Wauconda campus’s new 4th 

grade teacher.  She stepped into the role a 

few weeks after the beginning of school.  

Mrs. Kovarik attended Niles North High 

School in Skokie, IL and then Lake Zurich 

High School in Lake Zurich, IL, after her 

family moved.  She advanced her education 

by attending University of Illinois in Ur-

bana for her undergraduate studies and con-

tinued to Roosevelt University in Schaum-

burg, IL for her graduate degree.  Mrs. 

Kovarik has been in the classroom since 

2002 and has taught every grade level pre-

school through 8th grade!  Mrs. Kovarik 

said, “I chose to become a teacher because I 

was tutoring children while I was at college 

(as a volunteer) and whenever I went to go 

tutor, I never, ever felt as good inside as I 

did when I was with those children, teach-

ing them how to read. I still feel that feeling 

every time I teach, whatever the grade level 

is.” If not a teacher, Mrs. Kovarik would 

love to become a Supreme Court Justice as 

it was her dream since Kindergarten! 
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A Useful N.O.T.E.B.O.O.K. by Alex Ferrer 

Comics 

 
IS THIS 

HEAVEN? 
 AHHHH!  UHH, NO.  HMM….  DANG, I MUST HAVE TAKEN A 

WRONG TURN AT SKY STREET! 

Yearbook Discount Still Available 

If you haven’t purchased your Frassati 

Yearbook yet, there’s still time to save 

10% off the cover price.  Over 60 school 

yearbooks have already been purchased!   

Parents, if you haven’t yet gotten an 

invitation from TreeRing to purchase your 

yearbook, please contact Yearbook Editor, 

Roger Huner at nevhuntre@me.com.   

felt bad, because we couldn’t listen to the 

teachers read fun books or bring more 

books home to read.” 

The library is coming back together.  

Recently I talked to Mrs. Sonza-Novera. 

She said “All I have to do is arrange the 

nonfiction books according to number (the 

Dewey Decimal System), and it really isn’t 

that hard to do.”  In the end the library is 

almost back together again. 

Mundelein...Flood Damage 
...continued from page 1 



Eagles Sports Corner Game & 
Meet  

Results 

Girls Volleyball (Middle School) 
10/6: 6th Gr vs OLH (Tourn) - L 0-2 
10/7: 6th Gr vs St. Gilbert (Tourn) - L 0-2     
     Eagles: 3rd Place in FCA Tournament 
10/10: 6th Grade vs St Gilbert - L 0-2 
10/10: 7th Grade vs St Gilbert - L 0-2 
10/10: 8th Grade vs St Gilbert - L 0-2 
10/11: 6th Grade vs OLH - W 2-1 
10/11: 7th Grade vs OLH - L 0-2 
10/11: 8th Grade vs OLH - W 2-1 
10/13: 7th Grade vs St Annie - W 2-1 
10/13: 8th Grade vs St Annie - L 0-2 
10/16: 6th Grade vs LFCDS - W 2-1 
10/16: 8th Grade vs LFCDS - W 2-1 
10/18: 7th Gr vs St Gil (NICC Trny) - L 1-2 
 
Cross Country 
10/7: Var Boys, IESA Sect - No qualifiers 
10/8: Var Girls, IESA Sect - No qualifiers 
10/14: JV Boys, LFCDS Invite - 2nd (of 4) 
10/14: Var Girls, LFCDS Invite - 2nd (of 3) 
     Juliana Soto Finished in 2nd Place 
10/14: Var Boys, LFCDS Invite - 3rd (of 4) 
     Kyle Snyder Finished in 1st Place 
 
Boys Soccer 
10/11: JV Boys vs St Annie - postponed 
10/12: Var Boys vs LFCDS - L 1-4 
10/12: JV Boys vs LFCDS - T 2-2 
 

Upcoming Games/Meets 
10/20: GVB (7th) NICC Tournament 
10/21: GVB (5th, Mund) vs St Annie 
10/21: GVB (5th, Wauc) vs St Gilbert 
10/21: GVB (8th) @ St. Gilbert Tounament 
 
10/23: Boys Soc NICC Tournament 
10/24: GVB (8th) NICC Tournament 
10/25: GVB (8th) NICC Tournament 
10/26: GVB (8th) NICC Tournament 
 

“Pack the Gym” Sees 8th Grade Volleyballers Win 

standing match, they lost the first game but 

won the last two.  7th grade did well but 

came up just short of the mark and lost, but 

Frassati is still very proud of them.  

The 8th Graders played a very exciting 

match, losing the first game 26-24, then 

coming back to win the second game 25-

23.  They pulled out a win in the 3rd game 

15-12 to win the match!   

Overall, we are all very proud of all the 

teams, especially the 8th graders, since this 

was their last volleyball match in the Fras-

sati gym.  Their positive attitude is always 

great to see.  A special thanks goes to Mrs. 

Carolyn Huner and Mrs. Kristine Asmus-

sen, the 8th grade coaches, for a great sea-

son!   The 8th graders played 2 more con-

ference games after Pack the Gym Night to 

close out their regular season.  They lost to 

St. Annie’s, but beat LFCDS to finish with 

a Conference record of 6-5 (overall record 

of 6-8).  They will play their Conference 

Tournament starting next week on Oct. 24 

at St. Joe’s-Round Lake.   

By Kate Roberts 
 

Pack the Gym was an event held 

Wednesday October 11.  This event cele-

brated the 8th graders last home volleyball 

game at Frassati Catholic Academy.  Many 

of the FCA students came to cheer on the 

teams as they played.  We were all so proud 

of the 8th graders and the progress they 

have made throughout their season. 

Before the 8th grade game they each 

walked into to the gym one by one with a 

family member.  This recognized all of the 

players on the team and reminded people 

how much work they put in this year. 

Students used the coupon they got in 

the last issue of La Stompa and 34 bags of 

popcorn were given away on Wednes-

day!   Ms. Kleckner, the principal, handed 

out “out of uniform” passes to the students. 

She gave away 62 passes to students that 

came to cheer our teams on! 

The games were great!  6th, 7th, and 

8th grade all played against Our Lady of 

Humility (OLH).  6th grade had an out-

8th Grade Volleyball Team shows off their personalized warm up shirts before their home game 

against OLH on “Pack the Gym” Night.   
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FunD Run Exceeds Goal, Buys Equipment 
purchase both of these items.  The Munde-

lein campus laminator broke just as school 

was starting, so teachers were traveling 

back and forth to get materials prepared for 

their classes.  The Mundelein campus now 

has a new laminator and thanks to Mrs. 

Bott, who works for the laminator com-

pany, we were able to get a discount on our 

materials.   

On the Wauconda campus, in the 

spring, the former TFSA did a day of giv-

ing to try and fund technology for our stu-

Thank you to all of our families, 

friends and loved ones who supported our 

students through the FunD Run.  To date 

we have raised $14,000 and counting.  The 

FFA goal was $10,000.  Once we reached 

our goal FFA was able to directly give back 

to the school and support our teachers and 

students.   

On each campus we had a need for two 

large pieces of equipment; a laminator and 

a smart board.  Through the generous sup-

port of our families the FFA was able to 

dents.  They were able to purchase interac-

tive (“smart”) boards for almost all the 

classrooms that didn't have them, except for 

5th Grade.  Again, through the generous 

support of the FunD Run donors, FFA was 

able to facilitate the purchase of the 5th 

grade “smart” board for the Wauconda 

campus.  It should be installed in the next 6 

to 8 weeks. 

These items wouldn't be possible with-

out our family and community support. 

Thanks to all who participated in and sup-

ported our inaugural FunD Run event! 


